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REGON CLD TINME FIDDLERS ASSOCIATION

DEADLINE FOR AR&ICLES ISSUED 25th OF EVERY MONTH
MaY 1978
PRESTDENTw wrcomm e LEROY SIMS © 1036 Main Philomath, Or. 97370
VICE -PRESIDENT-=-~-LES TUCKER 8349 Booth Rd. Klamath Falls, Or. 97601
SEC.TREAS , ww~wwme=w~CYNN DEATON P.O. Box 487 Canyonville, Or. 97417
EQITOR~~~— —————————— EVELYN WALTER 2725 8.E. 18th 236-0623 Portland, Or. 97202
COMING BEVENTS ——

- - DJ.DT_,_
Mawy 13 Jam Segsion Bay City Hall _ Bay ity;Or. 7
May 13 Jam Session Merrill Cormm. Iall Mexrill, Or. 1
May 14 Jam Session Blks Lodge Cottage Grove,Or. 6
May 14 Jam Session Central Point Grange Central Point,0r. 4
May 14 Concert & Fiddle Wbrkshop O30 Memurial Hell Corvallis, Oz.

May 20 State Contes Bend High Schonl Bend, Or.

May 27 Parade & Jamn Session Azclea Paegtival Brookings, Or. 5
May 28 Jam Session Lincoln City Grange Lincoln City,0r. 8
June 4 Jem Sesgion Senior Cit, Centar Gresham, Or. 7
June 9 & 10 Contaest Int'l Poace Gardens Pottineau,N,Dakota
June 1l , Cowboy DBreakfast Cherry Grove avea

June 18 - 24 National Contest Waiser, Idaho

July 22 Contest North Docuglas Fair Fiddle Contest Dxnin, Oz.

Kug. 26 Contest Hich School Canvenville, Oz.
Aug. 27-8ept 4 Campout Warwick Ranch Williows, OY,

Sept 1 - 4 3rd Znnual Council Bluffs, Towa Contest '

Sept 16 Talent Barvest Pestival Talent, O, 4
Sept 17 State Jam Segsion Mills School Aud. Klemath Falls,Or. 1
Sept 29 Cranberry Fostival Bandon, Or,

PRESIDENT'S LMESSAGE:

Hi everyone out in Fiddle Country. I wish to thank evervone who volunteered for
Show Co~ordinator and I'm sure you all would have done o good jobh. I chose Jim 3ecor
as co-ordinator and Les Tucker, our Vice-president will be helping Jiwm,

It is nice to see those who have vests wearing them at Jams and shows.

Looks like the State Contest will be a big one this vesr with lots of prize money
and trophys, so everyone plan to be there. Fvervbody ought to fiddle a liddle.

LeRoy Sims
BEND, OREGON

STATE CONTEST BEHD HIGH SCHOOL

Registration: 9:00pM ~ 11:00AM Registration will close at 11:00 sharp
If you can't get there on time please pre-register with Tidna Yohey, 934 N. Davis,
ieMinnville, Or. 97128 - 472~-20583,

Jr.- $2.00 Seniors =~ $3,00 Intermed-
iates -~ $4.00 Open -~ §5.00 Accompanists ~ No chargs. Accompanists have to
play to rxegistexr. Money will be refunded if veou pre-register and cannot attend,
Because there is a charge this yezr your spouse and ong accompanist will be able
to attend at no charge,

Our judges will be Bernie Rasmussen and John Sawyer from Montana, Joe Pancergswski

from Washington and Francis Anderson and Evelyn W, from California,

Chairperson for this year will be Edna Yohey, registreztion:Evelyn Walter, scoring:

Etta Powell, door sales and Cariton Smith on door watch.

Prizes and trophys on #l1ll places as follows:

Cost of registration: J¥-Jr -~ Ho charce

OPEN 4.$45,00 INTEEMEDIATRS SENIO S 4, 20,00 JUNIORS 20COM
1.$90.00 5. 35,00 1.§75.00 4. 40.00 7. 10,00 1,850,060 5. 10.00 1.830.00 30.00
2, 75,00 6. 25.00 2. 60.00 5, 30.00 2. 40.00 6. 5.00 2. 20.00 20.00
3. 60,C0 7. 20.00 3. 50.00 6, 20,00 2. 30.00 7. 5.00 3, 16.00 10,00
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A NOTE FROM VOUR EDITOR: _ .
i Please, when sending information intd the Hoedowner, give.the City, the location
and if possible the directions on how to get there. We have so many new paocple who
are not familiar with the ¢range and community halls that call me for directions ond
sometimes I don’t know either. Also give the time that vou open, the timg of potluck
and time the doors are open to the ceneral public. Thanks so much for your help.

Bvaiyvn Walter

AN AR R IR AR ARAR AR AN A AT RARTE ~
MISTRICT #3
D s crict #1 will have a state jam scssion on Sunday, Sept. 17, 1978 at the Mills
School Luditorium in Xlamath Falls at 1"30 PM. Everyone please come and help make
this successful.

Menmbers played at the nursing homes again this month and alsc for the Americean
Legion for about 3 hours one Sunday afternoon.
Our next meeting will bea at the Merrill community Hall, May 13, potluck at 6:30PM

meeting 7:30 and jam session at 8:00Pi. , .
June Sandusky, Reporter

DISTRICT #4:

The scuthern Oreqen £iddlers traveled to Vrela on Bun.hpril 16.Vic Flood did an
excellent icob as emcesn. There mgre 31 fiddlers and as many seconds from,Klamath Falls
on the Northeast, Grants Pass on the North an d Weed on the South. All =2
that radius were roprosented. Vic had 8 specials bogidss all the fiddler
gram wos gmeoth and held the crowd throughout. There was dancing in the rea
a2ll during the afternoon. Many commented what a fun day thoy had.

Howard Jones & “"Compony" are *o be commended for ewcellent nlanning once again for
the fiddlers annual trip to Yreka.

The manv engagements which cur fiddlers play, kecp them 21l busy not only weekends,
but all during the week. There have beon numcrous house partiss as well as our pri-
vate jam session for fiddlers & friends,that was held on Aoril 9 at the Talent Hall.
This private Sunday afternoon party is held cnce o month at Telent Hall. Reports of
fun are nothing kut gocd! Call Jonas Cox for time he noert one. '

The May jam session will boe at the Central Point Gronge Ball in Centrel Point on
Mother's Day, May 14,1878. Potluck at 11:30 - doors open to the public at Ipm. Sce
you all in Central Point. Martha Warwick, Reporter

Etta Powell sent a note soying the date has been set for the North bDougles Paix
Fiddle Contest. It will be Saturday July 22 a2t the Drain Hich Scheol. A complete
cutline will appear in the July Hoelowner,

DISTRICT #5:

First of all, I would like to issus a delaved "thank vou"™ to P:
and Geri Virtue for the cogperation they have civen us in g

On April 16, we went to Powers and held our first jam sess
turncut and everyone enjoyed the program, We had 2 fiddlers and plent S accompan—
ists, Thanks to all whe helned make it a success. Have been invited b for "White
Cedar Days" on Juiy 1 and 2. Will have more in next Heoedcowner,

Everything is set for the fzalea Festival, Sat. May 27 in Brookings, Or. Parade at
10:C0am. Jam sessicn from 3 to 8 pm as there is nothing scheduled during those hours.
There will he camping at the V.P.W. hall and at the schoclcrounds for self-contained
canmpers. Thore is t¢ be a Seafocd lunchecn on Saturday, a Beef Barbocue on Sunday.
Tlche*ﬂ for these are $7.00 and covers hoth. They would like scome fl“‘lcrb to play
for the picnic on Monday if any of them stay ~ver.

The Cranberry Festival is scheduled for Sept. 29, 30 and Oct. lst this vear.

Barbara McLood, hepcrter

DISTRICT 4 s

TTOur next j am session will be at the Elks Lodge in Cottage Grove, May 14. Doors
cpen at 11i:00am, potluck at noon and music to start at 1:00pm. Please bring your own
table service. From the ncrth, take first exit, turn richt at the first street be~
yond the Village shcpping Center and from there vou will see the Elks Club ahead.

This concludes my year of reporting. Thank vou all for meking it a very pleasant
experience. Marce O'Bryant will capably take over starting -Juna 1.

i

Foco Bovd
It's been a good job well done and we are sorry to lose you. Ed.




NOTE ON THE OSU JAM SESSION: (3)

- Most of our events were very successful. Zbout 350 ~ 400 peonle showed up for the
Jjam session on Sunday and we taped the whole show to include in a radic program we
hope to broadcast nationally on National Public Radio {(because of time limitations
we will only add portions of the Sunday session to the final tape). I want o thank
all the fiddlers who came as well as the accompanisis. They did a great job.

Also, I want to include another date for the May Hoedowner for Sunday, May 14th,
the University is sponsoring a concert and £iddle workshop featuring Beany ‘thomasson,
Dick Barrett, Carol Wheeler and the Sawtooth Mountain Boys. The workshops are free
and will run from 1:CO0pix ~ 5:00pm. The concert will cost $2.00 in advance or $3.0
at the docr and goes from 7:30pm until whenever. Roth events will be held in the
Memorial Union Ballroom az 0.8.U. in Corvallis.
‘ Dave Altman

£§§QE£CT #7:

A big thank you to Marshall Jackson for arranging our April 2nd jam at ths L. C.
Stuhr Bldg, in Beaverton. We had around 300 nconle in the aufience with 36 £iddlers
and about 15 accompanists. We had a special guest, Grant Lemb from Canada, who
played beautifully. We were soryy to hezar that he went into the hosprital ths next
day with a heart problem, but we understand he is out now and has cone back home to
Canada. We hope he continues to improve.

" Qur next jam is at Bay City, Oregon, between Tillampok and Garibaldi, on Saturday,
May 13th. Doors open at 2:00pm, Potluck at 5:00pm and open to the public at 7:00pm.
Hope to see you all there.

We have a lot of new fiddler

are the onas who made this o
how much they are missed.

We are starting to plan cur Fiddlers Picnic and wi
location has not been confirmed as vet, buk will have
next newsletter.

ers, but we miss the old members who aven’t coming; they
rganization what it is and I'd like for them to know

Penny Mead, Reporter

DISTRICYT #8:

- We would like to thank everyone for meking a big success of our Jam session at
furora. It was the first one and we have been asked back. We had 24 fiddlers and
? specials and was enjoved by all. :

- District 8 will have a jam session on May 28th at the Lincoln City Grange Hall.
Doocrs open at 10:30, potluck at ncon. Bring your own table service.

Jeanstte Robkinson, Reporter

The Lincoln City Grancge is i
this area. There are hichwav s
prlease watch for them.

n Ocean Leke for any of vou who are not familiar with
igns showing the turncff for the grange hall, so
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ZFIDDLIN -
TOE~TAPPIN' KIEE~SLAPPIN' AT FATRGROUNDS
by Dan Webster

They came from all over the state. From Grant's Pags, Sweet Home, Xiamath Falls,
Medfoxd, Portland, Philomath, Seal Rock - even Eugene/Springfield. ind thev came to
fiddle

The occasion was the Oregon Oldtime Piddler's Association's 1lth Annual Oldtime
'idéling and Variety Show that was held last Friday at the Lone County Fairgrounds.
A sell-out crowd of 1li00 whistled, cheered and slapped their knees to the waltzes,
digs and hoedowns of some of the finest fiddlers of the Pacific Northwest.

Although the $2.50 per head public show beaan at 7:45 p.m., there was music to be
heard all day long as the fiddlers, guitarists, mandolin, gultar, banjo and bass
players congregated to play, free of charge, for cne ancther. Znd if you had been
wandering around the falrground's Picneer huilding vou weould have seen men, dressed
in string ties and cowboy hats, and women, dressed in plain print dresses, plaving,

T

&y
singing, or sim@ly listening to music that doesn’t seew to have changed appreciably
in the last 100 vears.




(4)

In one corner you would have seen two fiddlers, several guitarists and a bass play-
er joining together in a spirited rendition of "Turkey‘in the Straw." At the same
time, across the room, another ‘group would have been gently breaking into the "Polish
Wedding Waltz," while a few steps away, still another would have bgen picking up the
furious strains cf the "Red Apple Rag.,” A ) ‘

And this, more than the public show, was what it was all about: a group of musicie
ans taking the oppcrtunity to gather and play their kind of music for their own con-
joyment. This was why the association was originally founded,

It was in 1964 that Cliff Buker, then a young 71, and a few of his friends decided
to start a club that would bring together anyone interested in playing, or simply
appreciating, oldtime fiddle music. =

"We figured Idaho and Washington had one, so why couldn't we," Buker said loudly
over the picking of a lightening-fast banjo man. "They told us it couldn't be done,
but we tried and this is the result." .

The result Buker is talking about is an organization of over 1,000, only 100.of
whom are fiddlers. Nearly 50 others play some kind of mugical instrument, while the
rerainder have sinply joined to listen and enjoy. The association has grown so large .-
that it is now split into eight districts, each of which puts on it's own shows an~
nounced beforehand in a monthly newsletter available to members.,

Eugeanean Wayne Holmes, 58 (who hag played the fiddle for over 50 years) ,has been
a member of the association since 1969, A mail clerk at the Eugene main post office
for the last 28 years, Holmes has confined his £fiddling to his spare time. And he
welcomes the opportunities to play for an appreciative audience that the expanding’
association provides. : : : ' ,

"Oregon is a big state," Holmes says, "$0 you don't want tc have to go from Medford
to Roseburg and back on a Saturday. So we now have districts, each with it's own
chairman who sets up meetings so that sconer or later one will be held wherever you
may live."” -

The association also arranges annual state-wide meetings, like the Variety Show.
And there is a State Contest that is held in Bend every May. It is at these full
association get-togethers that the finest music can be heard. _

Friday night's variety show saw over 20 fiddlers, aged eight to 85, play an incred-
ible variety of music from square dance hoedowns to hymns. Some of the highlights
included:

* Buker, with his still-nimble 85-year old fingers £iddling "My Pretty Quadroon" and
"Waiting for the Robert E. Lee." : .
* Current State Champion Carol Wheeler (the first woman champion in the associations
history) in an extremely professional set, She began with a three-part composition
that "Attempts to paint a picture,” and ended with a piece called "Papa Haydn's Sur-
prise Symphony" (a classical sounding prelude that eventually breaks intc "Turkey in
the Straw") that brought down the house.
* The Sims Family (who had records for sale, on display) with young daughter Lisa
singing “"Snowbird," and the the while family performing one of their hit songs, "You-
You-You Stole My Heart Away." - ‘
* Wheeler, Leroy Sims (of the Sims Family) and current association President John
Melnichuk playing together in a race~horse version of the "Orange Blossom Special
to close out the show. " -
Above all else, what was most impressive about the show was the interaction bet~
ween the crowd and the musicians. These were people who loved what they were doing,
and hearing, and it showed. If you were there, you know what I mean. If you weren't,
then make sure you go next year. You wen't regret it.



The great Texas flddlers DICK BARRETT & RBRENNY THOMASSON will gilve
a concert on Friday, May 19, 1978, at 8:00 PM in the Fourth Floor
Concert Hall of the Nelghbors of Wooderaft Building, 1410 SW
Morrison Street, Portland. Advance sale tickets are $4.00 general
admission, $2.00 for persons under 18 or over 65 years of age.
Ticket prices will be 50¢ higher at the door. The ticket outlets
are: Paul Schuback Violin Shop, 1022 SW Morrison; Ploneer Music,
735 SE Morrison, America, Vancouver WA; and Everybody's Record
fo., Beaverton. ‘

The incredible autharpist/songwriter BRYAN BOWERS will open the
show. Backlng Dick & Benny will be Molly Mason, bass, and
David Johns, guitar.

Coming: Ellzabeth Cotten, with special guests Frank Ferrel and
Bertram Levy, will perform in concert on Friday, June 2,
at 8:00 B at St. Francis School, 1131 SE Oak St.; same
ticket prices and outlets.




