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APRIL, 1992 :
COMING EVENTS DISTRICT

Apr 4 Jam, Potluck, Grange Myrtle Creek 10
5 Potluck, Jam, Community Building Jerome Prairie 4
5 Jam, Senior Center Hillsboro 7
10-11 Lincoln City Contest, Elks Lodge Lincoln City OOTFA
12 Jam, Senior Center Bend 3
19 Jam, Recreation Hall Merrill 1
25 Jam, Grange Hornbrook 4
26 Jam, Grange Coburg 6
26 Jam, Scottish Rite Temple Salem 8
May 2 Potluck, Jam, Grange Central Point 4
3 Jam, Moose Lodge Lebanon 6
10 Jam, Elsie Stuhr Adult Center Beaverton 7
15-17 State Certified Fiddle Contest Lebanon OOTFA
June 6 Potluck, Jam, Grange Central Point 4
19-20 Country Music Jamboree Burns 9
22-27 National Contest ‘ Weiser NOTFA
29-July 5 Campout at Lee & Ruth Jones’ Sheridan OOTFA
July 30, 31, Aug 1 Diamond Lake Campout 1

khkkkkkhhkhhrdhkrhrhhhk

FROM YOUR TOE TAPPEN PRESIDENT: The 25th Annual Convention is history. It is
said, "The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or touched
but are felt in the heart." That is how I feel about how wonderful all of you
were at the convention to help make it successful. Thanks to all of you for a
job well done.

At the 25th OOTFA Annual Meeting the State Officers were re-elected for
another year. Thanks for your confidence in us. We will strive to do our best.

Now to the Oregon Certified Contest May 15-17, 1992, in Lebanon. Begin
getting those tunes ready to play. Enclosed you will find the schedule. To get
warmed up, you had better drop over to Lincoln City April 10-11, 1992, and have
a little fun.

My quote: "The best thing for gray hair is a sensible head."

Zelma
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DISTRICT 1:

CHAIRMAN-Irene Ruddock;CO-CHAIRMAN-Sandy Sandusky; SEC/TREAS~-Faye Patterson
We had a very good turnout for our February and March jams. For our March

potluck we had stew. I wanted to color the stew green for St. Patrick’s Day,

but they didn’t think much of my idea. The new officers for the coming year

are: Faye Patterson, Chairman; Irene Ruddock, co-Chairman; Harold North,




Sec/Treas. Taking this opportunity to let our past officers know we appreciate
all the good work and devoting their time the last two years.

Isom Patterson and his crew did a great job on the Merrill Recreation Hall.
The stage was moved to the other end of the room, they took out a wall, and the
best part of the remodeling is the new door. Thanks for a job well done. We
gave the Park Board $150 to use for the Recreation Hall.

For the State Convention Cherie Lane made an afghan, Irene Ruddock made two.
centerpieces and wooden name tags, and Faye and I decorated straw hats.

We have two on the getting-well 1list. Jack Pollick had eye surgery, and
Doug Peterson had a stroke. Both are doing well. Doug was at the March meeting
playing up a storm with his spoons.

Happy Birthday to Dorothy North and Ray Lane, April 14. Hope you have a
nice birthday. Phylis Voshall--March 18. Wedding anniversary--Phylis and
Richard Voshall on April 3. Have a lovely day.

Call Irene Ruddock for dates to play at nursing homes and Clairmont House.

Our snowbirds, Don and Helen Fleming, are on their way home. Hope to see
them at our April meeting. ;

Esther and Merlin Ford of District 4 spent a day with my husband and ne.
Esther retired in November. They stored their belongings, packed their trailer,
and are going on the road for two years. Happy Traveling.

April meeting will be April 19 at the Merrill Recreation Hall. Easter
potluck dinner. Please note--eat at 1:00, meeting 1:30, jam at 2:00. Please
bring own table service. If you have a special dish for Easter dinner, why
don’t you make it for our potluck.

Happy Easter.

Jo Harris, Reporter
DISTRICT 2:
CHAIRMAN-Don Haley; CO-CHAIRMAN-Pam Wachter; SEC/TREAS-Beth Hansen

Spring is here! WOW!!! Isn’t this wonderful? It’s been a very mild winter
anyway, but this sunshine is just absolutely marvelous! I’m afraid my spring
fever inclines me to a lot of "fiddling around." May the same be true for all
of us!

We had a great jam on the 14th at the Salvation Army with Curt Claughton,
Paul and Obie DeWebber, Kathleen ?, Marie Hardesty, Joe Smart, Les Simmons,
Brandy Jones, Andrea and Jennifer Haley, Casey Willis and myself on fiddle.
Most of these people also played one or more backup instruments. We also had
Frank Moore, Peter Willis, and Allan ? playing guitar, and Jan Stith and Cindy
Powell did several vocal numbers. Curt and Les played bass. Hope I didn’t
forget anyone’s name. We had a great time even though the audience was smaller
than usual. After the show and refreshments we jammed informally and several
other musicians joined us.

We are not planning on sponsoring a jam during the month of April. The
first Saturday (April 4) there is a show in Pilot Rock (only 15 miles from
Pendleton). On our usual meeting time, the second Saturday (April 11), there
is a show in Irrigon. Both of these shows are sponsored by Blue Mountain Old-
Time Fiddlers. We encourage our musicians and audience to attend these two
events. They will be great--guaranteed!

In May we hope to have a meeting--followed by a dinner--followed by our
usual monthly show. Plans are in the works for this now. By next month I
should be able to fill you in on the details.

The last "kids’ jam" at my house brought out 10 young fiddlers and 2 guitar
players. Isn’t that great! It sure is exciting to watch these beginners
develop. Some of them are on the verge of becoming good!

We were unable to send anyone to the state meeting because most of our
members are younger people (not retired) who have to go to work every day and
were unable to travel such a distance. We really feel bad about this, but I
guess we should just be happy with the good beginning our district has had these
past few months. Maybe next year....

Some of us are planning to travel to the state contest in Lebanon. Hope
to see you all there! Happy Fiddlin’!

Peg Willis, Reporter
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DISTRICT 3:
CHAIRMAN-Don Hanna; CO-CHAIRMAN-Tom O’Neal; SEC/TREAS-Billie Kitchens

Spring has arrived in Central Oregon w1th flowers in bloom and the pastures
dotted with new calves and lambs. We didn’t have much snow this winter, but
there is enough to coat the Cascade peaks with gllstenlng white while the roads
remain dry and bare, so why don’t you come over and join us at our Jam on April
12th?

Our March 8 Jam brought out a record audience of 112 who signed the guest
book. We had 12 of our OOTFA musicians, (a special welcome to Johnny Swearingen
form ‘LaPine) plus 3 guests. We all missed Ed at the piano, but it was his
birthday and we hope he had a happy one with friends and family. Our guests
were Julia Milleson and Darlene Austin, both from District 9, who delighted us
with a song and accordion music, and Kelly Thibodeaux, a flddler originally from
Baton Rouge, LA, now residing at Odell Lake. If any of vou have an opportunity
to hear this young man fiddle and sing, don’t miss it. He plays Cajun, plus old
favorites and new melodies. Kelly’s entertainment added a lot to our program
and we hope he will return.

April birthday greetings go to Marc Wodtli on the 14th; Cliff Harris on the
24th; Evelyn Martin on the 27th and Tom O’Neal on the 28th. Anniversary
congratulations to Lee and Don Hanna on the 9th; Jane and Darrell Thompson on
the 16th; A SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO Betty and Tom O’Neal on the 18th for 50
YEARS; and Shirley and LeRoy Sims on the 27th.

We hope to see many of you at the Lincoln City Contest. The Elks at
Lincoln City roll out the welcome mat to the OOTFA, so if you possibly can make
it, be there. The Lodge 1is open for our use; showers, hot tub, dining roomn,

plus free parking. All they ask in return is for us to have a good time and
jam, which the OOTFA do so well. Mark April 10-11 on your calendar and let’s
have a good turnout and lots of fun!

our next jam is April 12, 1:30-4:30 p.m. at the Senior Center in Bend: 1036
NE 5th Street.

Peggy Kerr, Reporter
DISTRICT 4:
CHAIRMAN-Joe LeVine; CO-CHAIRMAN-Pauline Winslow; SEC/TREAS-Doris Barkley

Talent seemed to be a popular location for the March 1 Jam. There were 45
who enjoyed a delicious potluck, and over 100 members and visitors enjoyed an
afternoon of music and dancing. During the short business meeting election was
held. Our officers for the coming year will be: Chairman-Joe Levine; Co-
Chairman-Merle Pasley, Sec/Treas-Doris Barkley. Door prizes were won by Freda
Serpa and Cliff Cooper. Sound by Merle Pasley, and Vic Flood was MC. Apologies
to Mildred Kelsey for omitting her name as one of the helpers at the Spaghetti
Feed. She did a fine job.

A group called "The Slsklyou Music Makers" from Northern California joined
us for a lot of fine mnusic. Extending a personal invitation to Jam at the
Hornbrook Grange on Saturday, April 25th, from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM were: Bill
Irvine, Virginia Cole, Bertha Bloodworth, Jim Coleman and Linda Gilman. There
will be a $2.00 donation and the Grange will have booths to supply the food.
Let’s all go and enjoy our southern nelghbors’ hospitality.

Also, on Sunday, a new group of musicians from Ashland who delighted the
crowd with their music were Leigh Ellis, Julie Peterson and Paul Verenco.

Ruby Downing brought her friend, Selma Hazen, who was celebrating her 98th
birthday. Selma received a standing ovation and Many Happy Returns from the
Fiddlers.

Jack Lester would like to thank one and all for the many cards and get-well
wishes during his recent surgery. Nice to see Jack back, as well as Olive
Davis, recovering from a broken wrist, and Walter Foote, feeling better after
breaking 3 ribs. Faye and Isom Patterson were our guests from District 1.
Always glad to see them.

our next Jam will be on Sunday, April 5, at Jerome Prairie, Grants Pass.
Doors open at 10:30 a.m. for early jamming, short business meeting, potluck at
noon and open to the public at 1:00 p.m. May 2 and June 6 Jams will be on a
Saturday in Central Point.
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Convention will be done and gone by the time you read this. Hope you were
able to go and had a big tinme.

Pauline Winslow, Reporter
DISTRICT 5:

Lew Holt, Chairman Al Lively, Co Chairman Helen Weber, Secretary/Treasurer

Alice and 1 just got home from the state convention. After 4 days of music and friends, it sure is a
quiet Sunday afternoon as I sit down to write the Hoedowner news. I would rather be back at the
convention. But back to reality. We started off the month by playing at the Senior Center in
Reedsport on the 3rd. We were pleased to have Bill and Vivian Stern there that afternoon. They
joined and then didn't miss a minute of the convention - as well as bringing home a nice prize.
The 10th we played in Myrtle point at the nursing home. After this news goes in we will have

gone to Life Care and to St. Catherine's on the 24th and will have played for the Rebeccas in
Coquille on the 31st.

Saturday, the 14th, found us back at Greenacres. Last month I extended an invitation to you all
(you don't need an invitation - you are always welcome) to come and see us at Greenmacres. Walter
and Bessie Hari from Salem came all the way down. Lloyd and Esther Shriber from Eugene were
there and we put Lloyd to work as MC. And from Roseburg we had Larry Johnson, Ida Johnson,
Guy and Velma Kinman, Dennis and Thelma Allen, Norma Zeigler and Jan Costello. Besides all of
these fine friends, we had a big turn out from our own district. But we do like to have company.

We had a District 5 business meeting that morning and elected Pat Kraemer our new chairman. We
wish him well for the coming year. We are behind you all the way Pat. Lew Holt was elected co-
chairman and Helen Weber will be our secretary-treasurer again. We voted to donate $200 to the
State Contest.

Now we look ahead to April and May so you can mark your calendars. The 3rd and 4th of April will
find many of us in Crescent City at the contest. The 10th and 11th will find a lot of us going the
other way to Lincoln City. The afternoon of the 18th we will go to Broadbent to play for the
spaghetti feed at the grange hall. They start serving about 4:30 and we play most of the evening so
bring your appetite and your fiddle and join us. We are appreciated there, as much if not more,
than any place we play, so we want to give them a good show. The Broadbent Grange Hall is a few

miles up the road towards Powers from the Powers - Hwy 42 junction.

Just as April is different, May will bring us a new schedule. On Saturday, the 2nd, we will be in the
Senior Center in Coos Bay starting at 7:00. The gang said bring finger food - so let's do it. We'll be
playing some dance music. On Saturday, the 23rd, I want to encourage all of you that can to head
for Brookings and the Azalea Festival. We will be playing starting at 1:00 in the High School
Drama Room. It is a good facility and we always have a large audience. We need all of you and
many more.

Lew Holt, Reporter
DISTRICT 6:

CHAIRMAN-Joy Halliwell; CO-CHAIRMAN-Bob Kaiser; SEC/TREAS-Lucille Childers

By now everyone is rested from the wonderful time they had at Convention.
It’s always so nice to visit with all our many friends from across the state and
out-of-state. With this going to press early (March 13th) new names may surface
and we welcome them aboard, but we certainly want to tell our officers who have
served us so well this past year that we appreciate very much the mighty fine
job they’ve done for us. We realize the devotion, endless hours they’ve spent,
horrendous headaches they’ve suffered, as well as sleepless nights they’ve had
all because of the DEDICATION to a job WELL DONE! We love you and thank you
kindly.

If you like to travel, may I suggest attending the Redwood Country Open
Fiddle Contest at the Del Norte County Fairgrounds, Crescent City, California,
April 3 and 4. 1It’s such a beautiful drive and so many interesting attractions
along the way. JOHN and WAYNE think us girls want to stop at everything with
an "open" sign in the window!

I keep reminding you of our next FUN engagement--LINCOLN CITY ELK’S CLUB,
April 10-12. We do hope you have your plans made--see you there!

Y-




We were sorry to learn that ANNA SKAIFE lost her brother who lived in
Silverton very suddenly this month. To ANNA and her family, our love and
deepest sympathy.

IN MEMORIAM: BILL YOHEY April 4 - 1991-April 4, 1992 to EDNA and family
our love - What memories he left behind - We miss you BILL.

I don’t know if you’ve heard, but JOY HALLIWELL’S son DALE HELMS and his
Paraguayan bride ANI are visiting her and KEN. It’s a special time because ANT
doesn’t speak English! DALE served 2 1/2 years in the Peace Corps in Paraguay.
ANI is a gifted artist and is creating some interesting "fiddle" items. Perhaps
you met her at Convention. If you see ANI say BIEN VENIDOS (B N vay hee o’s),
which means WELCOME in Spanish (hope my source is correct!)

ALFRED ABRAMSON is recovering well from sickness, as is CURLY ROBERTS from
oral surgery and WANDA DAVIS from extensive tests and BOB KAISER has cataract
surgery March 23, and we hope ALL of you are well and sassy by now! When folks
get sassy, you know that they are on the road to recovery, huh?

This month we have two anniversaries - DON and ANNA SKAIFE (17th) 57 vears,
and ED and ROSALIE RUSSELL (24th) 29 years, and many birthdays. We’d like to
send a special HAPPY BIRTHDAY to a young man who will be 8 years old April 5th,
ADAM JOHNSON, and to an older gentleman celebrating the same day, WALLY BLOOM!
JANET BURGESS (8th), our very own BARBARA GARCIA (13th), BOB KAISER (20th), DEE
DEE KAISER (22nd), and FRANCES ORR (27th) - to you all and all others, many
happy returns of the day.

Our next JAM is going to be "different" and don’t ask me why because you
can sound off and vote your thoughts by attending the meeting to be held at the
JAM, April 26, 11 a.m., COBURG GRANGE! Instead of potluck, bring your weekly
allowance. The Grange ladies will be selling sandwiches, pie and coffee for the
noon meal. We will JAM all afternoon with DEE DEE KAISER, Coburg’s talented
EMCEE, at the helm! See you there.

We’ve received our new shipment of name tags, so we’re ready to fill your
orders. Call LUCILLE 688-2976 - $6.50 each.

Enjoy this delightful weather and have a HAPPY EASTER.

Helen B. Tracy, Reporter

DISTRICT 7:
CHAIRMAN-Red Arnold; CO-CHAIRMAN-Ace Wehus; SEC/TREAS-Cohleen Finley
The April jam will be at the new Hillsboro Senior Center. It is a new

building and will seat 200 people. The Crescent City Contest will be the same
weekend, and a lot of our district people will be going to California. We will
need every musician we can find to keep this crowd happy, so if you are
available, please come out for this potluck and jam. To find the building, go
east on Highway 8 until you reach Hillsboro. Shortly after you pass the Sunset
Espanade and a Texaco Station, there will be a sharp curve in the road (at Shute
Park). Get into the left lane and turn left at the next light. The aquatic
center is on the left at the intersection. Go straight about a block and the
senior center is on the left. Doors open at 11 a.m. with a potluck at 12 and
the jam will begin at 1:00 PM.

This has been a tough month for several people in our district, healthwise.
Wayne Walters and Bob Fast are both feeling under the weather,  and Elizabeth
Steinmetz fell and broke her arm. Forrest Focklin spent a week in the hospital
and still is not doing 100%. Ruth Indergard is seriously 111l and in the
hospital. Jason Barlow has been ill for about a month and is starting to feel
better now. Not a good way to spend your birthday, huh Jason?? These people
would love to hear from the rest of us, so take a minute and let them know we
care. As for you sickies, we hope to have you back real soon.

Speaking of caring, it’s a good time to thank Red Arnold for a job well
done, and Kevin Snelling gets another big THANK YOU for doing our sound system
for the district events.

Good Luck to everyone going to the contest in Crescent City and hope to see
you all in Lincoln City. Happy Spring to all of you!!!!

Jason and Cheryl Reporting
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DISTRICT 8¢
CHAIRMAN-Don Simons; CO~CHAIRMAN-Lew Standiford; SEC/TREAS~Faythe Maahs

The lovely weather has been good for the fiddlers of District 8. ‘Tis
always good to get away from the work at home and make music instead. The jam
in Willamina was well-attended, one of those who got out was Leonard Maahs, sure
good to see you out and hear your good music, Leonard. Those from other
districts were Larry Johnson, Alice and Lew Holt, Jim and Elouise Ramseyl, Chuck.
and Ann Williams and the children Shorty Allen is helping, Teresa and Mathew
Lundy. Good having you, and please come again. On Saturday evening of the 21st
some of the fiddlers played for a benefit for a family to help with expenses
during an unexpected crisis. Don got a nice Thank You from the Buel Grange for
the fiddlers who played for that. Leonard was abe to be there also.

) The next jam will be at the Scottish Rite Temple in Salem on Commercial
Street. This will be a benefit for the Disabled Veterans (D.A.V.) of Salem.
Doors open at noon, you can brown-bag it or eat at your favorite dining place.
There is a restaurant across the street. We keep coffee donations.

Happy Birthday wishes for April go to Carol Ann Ede, Leonard Maahs and Edna
Riche. Anniversary wishes go to Don and Lois Wood and Michael and Frances Grace.
We who can’t play but do listen do thank all players for your wonderful
music and wish you all good luck at the contest in May at Lebanon.
Ruth Jones, Reporter

DISTRICT 10:
CHAIRMAN-Larry Johnson; CO-CHAIRMAN-Guy Kinman; SEC/TREAS-Etta Powell

Greetings from your newest district. We have the bit in our teeth and are
off and running on a great start.

Our Feb 15th meeting was held at Sutherlin Grange and very well attended.
We were happy to see our faithful back up Virdo Sigler well and back with us.
We had about 150 people, with guests from Districts 4, 5 and 6. Honored guests
were Ila Mae and Mark Carmickle, past state president, and Shorty Dow, our
national representative. A cakewalk was held during the Jam, and a cake auction
after. We raised $210.74 for our district coffers from this enterprise. Many
thanks to the lovely ladies who donated these cakes. We had a great Jam, and
over 30 people signed up to play.

On Feb 29th a benefit was held for our Sec/Treas Bob Joiner following the
loss of his wife, Terry. Almost $1200 was raised for him. Many thanks to all
of the wonderful, caring people who came out and donated.

Our March 7th Jam was held at Sutherlin Grange. We had a short meeting.
Following the meeting and finger-food lunch we had a great Jam. About 108
people were present. Zelma Foote, our state president, and her husband Walter
were present. While we realize Walter has been ill, he can still play a mean
fiddle and sure did a great job of it at our Jam. Our next Jam will be at
Myrtle Creek at the Grange Hall on April 4th. We will have a meeting at 11:00,

potluck at 12:00 and Jam from 1:00 till 7
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My special thanks to all who worked with me last year and for the lovely
plagque from the membership. Our Convention was a great success. Thanks to all.
Linda Carver, Secretary/Treasurer. (
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OLD=-TIME FIDDLING Saturday evenings 7-10, 0ld World Deli, 341 SW 2nd, Corvallis
(just past the downtown Post Office). Group jamming for all comers--fiddlers and
stringed-instrument back up. For more info, call Connie, 752-6315.

khkhkkkkkkhkikkhkkhhkkhkhkk
Jim Lockard is still teaching/conducting dance classes at the Coburg Grange
every Saturday night except the 2nd Saturday of each month, which is the regular
Coburg Grange Dance Night. Everyone is welcome to the class and the Dance.
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Owen Hoyter has a viola for sale, $250, good shape, new bow, good case. 137 SW
12th St., Newport, OR 97365, (503) 265-5972.
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Jeanine Orme has published a fiddle book called "The Fiddlin’ Workshop." It has
37 popular fiddle tunes at a beginning to intermediate level, including many
tunes in the style of champion fiddler Herman Johnson. Call (503) 626-8527 for
more information. ‘

khkkhkhkhkkhkhkkhhkhkihkhkkhkx
Anna and Chuck Williams thank everyone for the phone calls, cards, letters,
flowers and visits following Chuck’s operation and hospital stay. It all means
so much.

kkkhkhhkkkkhkhhkhkhkkk
New Member: Welcome back, Carol Ann. We’re so glad you’ve rejoined us. We’re
all so sorry for the way you were treated and for the pain it caused you and
your family! We love you and we need you!
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From BMOTFA Rosin Dust: From AARP Bulletin, Feb. 1992, "The Amazing Power of
Music" Music’s Muscle--Whatever the potential of music therapy, there’s no
question that more people are taking it seriously. Congress is getting ready
to amend the Older Americans Act to authorize funding for research, training and
education in music therapy. A bill to effect such changed passed the Senate
last year after Oliver Sacks and a chorus of health professionals, musicians,
patients and relatives sang its praises at a Senate Aging Committee Hearing.
Congress is expected to approve the final bill early this year. Sacks believes
the right kind of music may be of special benefit to people with neurological
disorders--and may even move those who can’t walk to dance, those who can’t
speak to sing, those who can’t remember very well remember. At Beth Abraham
Hospital in the Bronx he noticed that music sometimes evoked a response when
other forms of stimulation failed. The beat of jazz prompted one woman to pick
up her fork and feed herself, a younger man would eat to rock ’'n’ roll, a 65-
year-old woman who had been silent for 40 years reached back across the abyss

to retrieve every word of "Just a Song at Twilight." Music can be useful and
get the results other therapies can’t. It’s a way to connect or get through to
some who are not reachable. (J and B add "Anyway, it’s FUN, especially when you

can produce some yourself.'")
hkhkhhhhkhkhhkhkhkhrkhhrhkhk

Hello Dear Fiddlin’ Friends,

Think of evéryone so often but never seem to get pen on pad in time for the
Hoedowner deadline.

Tony continues to get exposure around here. But hasn’t hit the big time
yet. He’s done real well in some of the talent contests. He tied for 1lst place
in biggest one here. He also won 1st place (adult division) in another. He’s
doing a few auditions here and there and plays some with a small band. He did
real well in all the 1991 fiddle contests. There’s gquite a few in MO. In Nov.
the World Championship Contest was held in Branson. He won 1st in the under-21
Division and 2nd in the Championship Division. Bill and I are still enjoying
all the wonders of Branson and would love hearing from you or if you get to
Branson give us a holler! 1013 Highland, Branson, MO 65616. Can you believe
Tony is 16 now and driving?

Love to all from Branson MO. Missin’ all! "The Spatz'" Bill Winona and
Tony
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